
 
 
 

 
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: HWY 46W/101 Interchange Improvement Financing District – Traffic Analysis 
  
DATE: April 3, 2007 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider a contract with Associated Transportation Engineers for 

Traffic Engineering Services. 
  
FACTS: 1. The environmental documents for the Target Center recognized the need for future 

improvements to the interchange at Highways 101 and 46 West.  The project was 
approved with an agreement to participate in these improvements. 

 
 2. All projects since developed in the area of Theatre Drive and Ramada Drive have 

been subject to similar participation agreements. 
 
 3. Since the time of development of the Target Center, the City has been working on 

plans for interchange improvements.  The City has an approved Project Study Report 
(PSR) and is currently working on environmental documents. 

 
 4. The first phase of improvements will be the realignment of Theatre Drive to intersect 

Highway 46 west of its current location.  It is anticipated that this improvement will 
significantly improve access to/from properties in the Theatre Drive corridor. 

  
 5. In the last year, the City has purchased 10 acres of commercial property to 

accommodate the realignment. 
 

 6. To finance the improvements, a Community Facilities District involving properties 
benefiting from those improvements is needed. 

 
 7. The City needs to measure the benefit of the interchange improvements. 
 
 8. Associated Transportation Engineers will measure the benefit of the improvements in 

terms of traffic capacity and reduced delays, and to establish the share of benefit of 
properties in the Theatre Drive corridor. 

 
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION:  Associated Transportation Engineers (ATE) proposes to analyze and present short 

term and long term measures of benefits of the realignment of Theatre Drive.  In 
addition, ATE will determine the measure of benefit of Theatre Drive property 
owners in relation to all users of the interchange at Highways 101 and 46 West.  As 
an option, ATE can analyze the impact of the Theatre Drive realignment on the on-
going operation of the Target Center.  This analysis will include recommendations of 
amenities to the Center as may be appropriate. 
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  Even though recently developed properties in the Theatre Drive corridor have signed 
agreements to participate in the interchange improvements, these owners are not 
obligated to agree to any specified level of participation.  In order for a Community 
Facilities District to be successful, it will be necessary to demonstrate its benefit.  The 
ATE study will be useful in this regard. 

 
  The ATE proposal provides an option to specifically study the impact of the Theatre 

Drive realignment on the Target Center.  Target Center access from what is now 
Gahan Place will be impacted by the rerouting of Theatre Drive.  ATE proposes to 
quantify the impacts and recommend access modifications to improve the operation 
of the Center.  

  
POLICY 
REFERENCE: Adopted Circulation Element of the General Plan 
 
FISCAL 
IMPACT: Community Facilities District formation proceedings will be re-initiated to fund the 

construction of phased interchange improvements upon completion of preliminary 
special tax analysis.  To complete the preliminary analysis, a traffic study to determine 
proportional benefit to each property owner arising out of the interchange 
improvements is highly desirable. 

 
 Costs incurred prior to CFD formation will be reimbursed from the sale of bonds 

supported by a property owner special tax assuming the CFD is formed and property 
owners approve the special tax.  If not, the City will be forced to bear the burden of 
the interchange improvements. 

 
 The Council previously approved a Phase IA funding plan wherein cash resources in 

the amount of $6.7 million were loaned from the Sewer Operations Fund to the 
Traffic Mitigation Fund to cover project expenditures estimated at $10.2 million.  This 
$6.7 million was to be augmented by $3.5 million that was already available and 
earmarked for the Phase 1A improvements.   

 
OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 07-xx authorizing the City Council to enter into an agreement 

with Associated Transportation Engineers for Traffic Engineering services and 
approving a budget appropriation in the amount of $15,000 in relation to the 
formation of Community Facilities District for Highway 101-46W improvements. 

   
b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 

 
Prepared by:  John Falkenstien, City Engineer 
 
Attachments (2) 

1) Proposal from Associated Transportation Engineers 
2) Resolution 
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RESOLUTION NO. 07- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT WITH ASSOCIATED TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS FOR 

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING SERVICES  
  

 
WHEREAS, since the development of the Target Center, all land developments in the Theatre Drive 
corridor have been subject to agreements to participate in improvements at the 101/46 interchange; and 
  
WHEREAS, the first phase of said improvements will be the improvement and realignment of Theatre 
Drive; and 
 
WHEREAS, access to/from properties in the Theatre Drive corridor will be significantly enhanced as a 
result of said improvements; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Community Services District involving properties in the Theatre Drive corridor is needed to 
finance said improvements; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City needs to measure the benefit of the interchange improvements; and 
 
WHEREAS, Associated Transportation Engineers has provided a proposal to measure the benefit of the 
improvements in terms of traffic capacity and reduced delays, and to establish the share of benefit of 
properties in the Theatre Drive corridor. 
 
THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles to 
approve a one time budget appropriation from the Hwy101/46W CFD Fund in the amount of $15,000 to 
budget account 309-710-5224-222 for fiscal year 2007. 
 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 3rd day of April 2007 by the 
following vote: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:   
    
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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